A BRIEF HISTORY OF NEW JULFA
ISPHAHAN IRAN

In 16-th century Armenia was under Ottoman-Turkish
occuypation. Armenians were living under extreme pressure
and greedy and savage vassals had ma’- the life of the
Armenians miserable. .

_htyhe neighboring I;an, as soon as Shah Abbas became the
king decided to atf% k the Turks, revenge for zall the
mischiefs that ;he¢ had caused to ‘Iran and to snatch Armenia
from them. : :

Shah Abbas was very well aware of the Armenian history,
Armenian culture and their abilities and talents.

For a long time he had a plan in his mind to immigrate
Armenians to Iran, to improve the art, culture , agriculture
and the trade of the country.

-He was also thinking of giving Armenians exceptlonalx\

‘advantages and freedom.

In 1603 Shah Abbas at the head of a huge army moved towards
north.

First he invaded Azerbaldjan then continued his attack
towards Armenia and reached Araratian to Kars regions

The newly crowned sultan of Turkey, Sultan Ahmed I hearing
the news of Persian invasion, formed an even bigger army and
started the counter attack.

The Turkish army was under the generalissimo of Jelal Zadeh
Sina Pasha.

Shah Abbas realizing that he cannot resist the Turkish army
decided to recede but to damage Turkey decided to leave
Armenia in ruins. ‘ .

During his campaign , when Shah Abbas arrived in Julfa, the
Armenians welcomed him with great procession.

The king lodged in the palace of prince Khatchik. For the
occasion the palace was decorated with roval dignity.

To sh-~ th: respect of the Armenian people the Armenian
prince presented the king a tray full of gold by the hand of
his son.

Shah being impressed by the richness of the Armenians in
Julfa became more firm in his plan.

Armenians tried to convince the king to cancel his plan of
immigrating the people to Iran but was of no use.

Almost all Armenians from Kars oaward to Arax river were
driven towards Iran.

Those who vesisted were tortured and even killed.

From one side there was the fear of Turkish soldiers who
were advancing very £ast and on the other side was the brutal
treatment of Iranian soldiers,.

Under those awful conditions thousands of Armenian
immigrants reached Arax river.



There wasn't sufficisnt boats , order was given that many
immigrants cross the river by swiming . Many who couldn't
swim were drown. The river was covered with so many dead
bodies that some could pass over them . according to an
eyewitness tale . ;

Mora than 25,000 families were driven to Isfahan the

capital. By the Shah's order some families were also settled
in other gnod regions of the country .

In 1605 by special arrangements of the king , Armenians
£ounded New Julfa near Isphahan. A scenic river is Iflowing
between Isphahan and Julfa. At the south of Julfa there is a
high mountain with pointed pick which resembles to mount
Arzrat. At the outskirts of the mountain Armenian cemetery

was crsated. Some grave stones have very. interesti-g
inscription and design.

Presenilv an Armenian council is governing the cemetery
and due to iis historical value extra care i1s taken.

Shah Ahbas soon realized that since Armenians were brought
to.Iran forc efuliy may gradually return to their homeland
unless they ara tiesd firmly to Iran.

Hde bestowed bhem complete religious and political freedom.

To show his respect and love towards the Armenians he was
attending Rrmenian festivals ,participating in their dinners,
even drinking wine and eating pork in private Armenian
gatherings. Occasionally he was even attending the church
ceremonies.

In the event of a disputs between an Armenian and an Iranian

the judge was usually giving the right to the Armenian.

To break their ties with the mainland specially with
Edjmiatsin he transferred The Hand 0f Illuminator and many
other sacred treasurss to his capital . But later , his
successor raturned them Lo Edjmiatsin where they are safely
kept up to the present time .

Shah Abbas was also thinking of constructing a new
Zd-Zmiatsin in New Julfa or other location in Isvhahan , by
actually bringing the holy stones and many items from
Eddmiatsin . But luckily that plan did not take nlace and
Edimiatsin was not demolished.

However 15 pleces of stones including the famous stone
or: which Jesus had descended according to a tradition , the
Saint Takle and the Raptism Basin were brought to New Jjulfa.

The transportation was done very carefully , most items were
wrapped i- lezthers .

The aDOhe mentionad items were tzken to Saint Gregory Church

thev are there up to the present time , and ar
razpectaed and venerated by Armenians.
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a while when Armenians were convinced that there is no

to the homeland and they are trsatad well in Iran ,

te think about their future , improvement of their
ulfa , how to help their homeland and how to

ligion and naticnal heritsage.
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Hence the first known Armenian Diaspora was astablished.

It was like a miracle , after only
became an important center not only
also for Iran

Outside the mainland New Julfa became the most important
center of the Armenian religion and culture.

17 churches were constructed , one in each sesction of the
town . 12 of them still exist and are in operation .

To preserve the Armenian language and culturs Armenian
schools were also established .

“hﬂ bathsdral of " All Savers
for all Armenians

Among Near Eastern nations , the Armenians in New Julfa
were the first to introduce printing press and paper mill .
In 1638 by the efforts of vartabet Khachatoor Kesaratsi the
first Armenian book was printed .

The original printing machine and the letters are kep+ in
the museum
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or the Armenians but
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with it's museum is a glory

The Khojas { The Riches ) of Julfa have performed immense
role in economic and cultural domain 6f Iran .

Later when they reached to higher ranks they spread their
activities abrcad _ Russia , India , Java and other
countries. '

The Khojas establis h d big trade companies , had their
ownn ships some even th armed guards to protect from the
pirates .

Trom Julfa many merchants and artisans were going to
Astrakhan and Moscow . Above all Shah was prlntlng many
Armenian ambassadors

In 1660 Armenians from Julfa presented the Tzar a very
valuable gift . B royal throne decorated with 100 diamonds
and 100 other precious stones . 28 pounds of gold and 8
pounds of silver was used to make this throne , which was
being used during crowning ceremonies of the Russian Tzars .
This throne is presently in the museum of Kremlin , is
considered as one of the precious articles of the museum and
is admired by many visitors . .
An: Armenian Khoja , presented empress Catherine a diamond in
the size of an egg . The value of this gift was estimeted that fime 0L
(andetermlnab In return the empress rewarded him with nﬁtfz
50C,000 roubl qnd also the title of noblesse . The empress
placed that diamond on the top of her mace .

Wealthy Lazarians weni to Moscow and founded the famocus
Lazarian Tchemaran_ college . For many ge“vratlons .
Tchamaran has dbeen 2 famous educational institute from which
many famous Armenian intellectuals , scholars and national
activists have graduated .

tics and in the life of our struggle

In internsticn-’ polit
for freedom , Armenians of New Julfa have brought their
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like Israel Cri , Zmin Shahmirian
sa have served in Russia , India ,
England and othe ri=s were ArmeﬁLans of New Julfa .
in 1918 Tianna A 5 £a's famous Abcarian
family was appcinted as *ne ambassador of The Republic 0f
Armenia *o Japan . Dianna Apcar is considered as the first

xnown " Woman Ambassader ".
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CHURCHES
Adkkkkkkkhkktk kT hkhtr

In thes st Armenians had 17-20 churches in New Julfa .

Some did not veceive very appropriate attention because were
located in inconvenient areas . Also for many reasons the
number of Armenian families were decllnlng . Therefore some
churches were gradually ruined . At the present time 12
churches are still in existence and operational .

among the existing churches Saint Bethlehem is considered
35 the biggest and the most important with its architectural
design , construction , paintings and decoration .

The church was constructed in 1628 by generous contributions
¢f Khoda Petros Veliian and by Armenian architects . The
church is almost sguare in design , has unusual tall walls
and twin domes . The main dome has 8 windows opening inside
+he church . Between =ach window thesre are paintings and
nice decorations .
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nof the dome is

The heigh®t from the surface to the top

twenty s5ixz meters . perhaps the highest among any Armenian
Church . Ths paintings are taken from storvies ¢ 2124 and Wew
Teztaments , 2lsc from the life of Grigor The Illuminater
and ather szaints .

Only 150 meters awav f£rom Saint Bethlehem th

3 i2re 1is another
church : Saint Mary which is famous for its splendor and
specially for its wall paintings .

Khy there are two churches almost side by side 7? }
According to legends during the week of Passover when Khoja
Petros wanted to attend Saint Mary's chuwrch . and was not
able to find a place to stand , decided to construct another
and bigger church
"Soorp Amenaprkchian Vank " _ Saint All Savers Cathedral
was constructed in 1655 , which from the very first day
became the center of Irano_Indian Diocese . Vank is also
the center for the Diocesan Council .
The Matenadaran , the printing house and above all the
museum are located within the Cathedral complex . _
The Cathedra! is famous for its paintings executed by
expert painters , and for its unique faience decoration .
The Cathedral and specially its museum with numerous
valuahle and historical items is considered as one of the
mest important tourist attractions of Isphahan and Iran .
Thousands of tourists visit The Cathedral every year .
Manv kings , gueens , presidents , government representatives
, scientizts and official guests have visited The Cathedral,



have = memorial book and have azvressed their
admitcs

Matan famous for its manuscript hooks ,

700 volw n number , thirty seven voclumes are in
perchmant . oldest on= is a T=z%ar=nt written in 10-th
century and has 212 pages

Some manuscripis are iiluminated with gold and color
illustr ons and have very nice writings .

148 manuscripts were written in New Julfa and the others
in Armenia , Constantinopole , India , Basrz , Shiraz , etc.

for the number and guality c* the manuscrizis the Julfa
Mat=naldarzn takss the 5-th place among all Armenian
Matenalarans of the world . :

The collaction of old pr inted books is also very valuable .
Among them there are two books printed inm 1513 in Venice ,
the first and the second printed books in New Julfa , and the
first orinted Armenian journals in Madras _ " Azdarar " by
Rev. Harootune Shmavonian .

Tn *he museum there are all kinds of Armenian artifacts .
mextiles , religious objects , vestments Zor priests

ambroiderad with gold thread and Armenian inscriptions ,
episcsoal crowns , maces , silver chalices , cups , plates ,
stastues etc.

The musewn has also a modest collection of Armenian and
Iranian coins .

Saint Mary's status baby Jesus in her bosom _ made from
o piliece wood and another wooden statue of Christ with thorn
= . ars some of the valuable artworks of the museun

re are alsc scme zice paintings . La Piets by an Italian
artizt named Amnibal Xaradzi , presents Lhe eﬁ*owbment of
Jesus . It3 =z vervy nice painting and the body cf dsad Christ
paintad iz white and vellow seems so natural . _

In a special room th:ve are Firmans ( Proclamations ) of
Xings and high nnlﬁg government officials given to
Armeniazns of New Julfs . These 23 Firmans have important
“istorical value . They are issued by Shah Abbas and 14 other
kings of 5 different successive dynasties .

Thev have all praised ths Armenians and ordar is given tao
loca! lezaders of Isphzhan to protect the rights of Armenians
in Julfa .

POLITICS ANDZ SOCIAL L1
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In g=neral the Persian veople as well as the kings and
other csoveramen:t leaders of Ivan starting f£rom Shah Abbas up
to the present government of the Islamic Republic have

respected “he Armenians and have treated them nicely .
But the Armenians of Julfa did have unpleasant days as well.
During the last period of safavi dynasty , the Afghans



invaded Irsn . The Iranian population in gernzral and the
Armearnizns in varticular suffered a lot When they occupi ied
the =zpi*al! Isphahan and learned about the richness of Julfs,
attacked on and lootaed many Armenian churches and homes .

1+ sther times whenevev the central government was becoming
weaker dus to powsr Struggizs , the mountainous Lorestan
t:+ihaes tzking advantage cf the situation wers attacking on

Julfz , rokhing the houses and looting the churches .
mos® Af the time aven imposing tazes on pecple .

Tnfeortunately the Armenian population of Yew Julfa was
jeclining gradually . The big exodus to Armenia by tens ot
thousands ravpened in 15446.In the beginning of +this century
many EZrmenians . especially voung ralss went to countries
like Tndiz . Indonesis and Singapodre for a2ducation . Some

raturned , and others stayed there or migrated to Europe .
nLater many ramilies moved tec southern oil rich area of
Xhusistan , especially when Anglo_Iranian oil company was
established . A%t the beglnqlng most of the Iranizn emplovees
3f te 0i! Company , especially in management and technical
£ieldz w=re Armenians .

Tater , many 2rmenian families of MNew Julfa migrated to
Tehevan . Whers more employment opporiunitiss were offered .
2Erar the recent revolution of Iran . sven mors families
lefs Tulfa apnd Iran and fcund new homes all over the werld
_England Australla France , espacially U.s.2. =fc. But
unfortunately very few families migrated to Armenia after the

recent revolution .

Anntter unforiunste fact is that the Armenian houses ar=
3cld o Persizns and Mew Julfz is not = pure Armenian town
any mwmore . :

On the other hand its wvery fortunate that meny devoted

cmanizng s5ill live in New Julfa . znd do every thing

:%le to preserve and maintzin our churches . scheols
tha museum and “he Armenian life .
+:snad eariiar . ¥ew Julfa is the center of southern
d Irano_India prelacy . The prelate oif the Armenian
a0 has very imporiant role in leading the Armenian
ty ., Both prelacies of Iran are under the Cilician
Hiszs Holiness Jatholicos Karekin I and the Zormer

of western U.5.E. , Archbishop Yeprem Tapzkian both

rvedyas prelates of New Julfa .
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